
THE DORSET YEOMANRY IN WORLD WAR ONE 

 

All the gardeners and menservants from Kingston Lacy joined the Dorset Yeomanry and saw service in 

the Dardanelles – few returned. This photograph shows just one troop positioned in front of Sherborne 

House. A remarkable painting in the members’ room of County Hall reveals their military contribution. The 

Dorset Yeoman at Agagia, 26 February 1915 by Lady Butler shows Yeomanry action in the Libyan Desert 

when they cut off the enemy rearguard under direct fire from machine guns and ended the threat of 

attack by the Turkish-backed Senussi tribe. 

 

 

 
No 2 Troop “C Squadron”, The Dorset Yeomanry 

 in front of Sherborne House c. 1915 

Queen's Own Dorset Yeomanry 

 
Cap badge of the Queen's Own Dorset Yeomanry (c. 1914) 

The Queen's Own Dorset Yeomanry was founded in 1794 as the Dorsetshire Regiment of Volunteer 
Yeomanry Cavalry in response to the growing threat of invasion during the Napoleonic wars. It gained its 
first royal association in 1833 as The Princess Victoria's Regiment of Dorset Yeomanry Cavalry, and its 
second, in 1843, as the Queen's Own Regiment of Dorset Yeomanry Cavalry.  

 
World War I 

In accordance with the Territorial and Reserve Forces Act 1907 which brought the Territorial Force into 

being, the TF was intended to be a home defence force for service during wartime and members could not 

be compelled to serve outside the country. However, on the outbreak of war on 4 August 1914, many 

members volunteered for Imperial Service. Therefore, TF units were split in August and September 1914 

into 1st Line (liable for overseas service) and 2nd Line (home service for those unable or unwilling to serve 

overseas) units. Later, a 3rd Line was formed to act as a reserve, providing trained replacements for the 1st 

and 2nd Line regiments. 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Territorial_and_Reserve_Forces_Act_1907
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Territorial_Force
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Territorial_Force_Imperial_Service_Badge
http://dorset.greatbritishlife.co.uk/editorial-image/id/149555/?back=/article/downton-abbey-the-dorset-reality-36923/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Queens_Own_Dorset_Yeomanry_Badge.jpg


1/1st Queen's Own Dorset Yeomanry 

The 1/1st Queen's Own Dorset Yeomanry was mobilised in August 1914 and attached to the 1st South 
Western Mounted Brigade. In September 1914, they were moved to the 2nd South Midland Mounted 
Brigade, 2nd Mounted Division.  

In 1915, they were deployed overseas to Egypt, then onwards to participate in the Dardanelles campaign, 
where they served as dismounted troops and were involved in the Battle of Gallipoli, the Battle of Sari Bair 
and the Battle of Scimitar Hill. 

After the evacuation of Gallipoli, they returned to Egypt in January 1916 and became part of the 6th 
Mounted Brigade an independent brigade that was involved in the Battle of Aqqaqia in February 1916. At 
this battle, the retreating Senussi were attacked by the Dorset Yeomanry with drawn swords across open 
ground. Under fire, the Yeomanry lost half their horses, and about a third of their men and officers were 
casualties (58 of the 184 who took part). Colonel Soutar, leading the regiment in this charge, had his horse 
shot from under him and was knocked unconscious. When he came to, he found himself alone amongst a 
group of the enemy. He drew his revolver, shot several, and took the Turkish leader, Jaffir Pasha, prisoner.  

In February 1917, 6th Mounted Brigade joined the Imperial Mounted Division and took part in the First and 
Second Battles of Gaza, they later transferred to the Yeomanry Mounted Division in June 1917, for the 
Third Battle of Gaza and the Battle of Beersheba.  

In July 1918, the Brigade was re-designated the 10th Cavalry Brigade and the Division the 4th Cavalry 
Division. The Regiment remained with them in Palestine until the end of the war.  

2/1st Queen's Own Dorset Yeomanry 

The 2/1st Queen's Own Dorset Yeomanry was formed in September 1914. They converted to a cyclist unit 
in July 1916 as part of 4th Mounted Division. They remained in this role until November 1916, when they 
took over the horses of the 2/1st Queen's Own West Kent Yeomanry. 

They reverted to a cyclist unit in September 1917, prior to moving to Ireland Early in 1918. They remained 
in Ireland until the end of the war and did not see any active service. 

3/1st Queen's Own Dorset Yeomanry 

The 3/1st Queen's Own Dorset Yeomanry was formed in 1915. They remained in the United Kingdom until 
they were disbanded in early 1917. 
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