
WIMBORNE SOLDIERS and AVIATORS 
 
Ernest John Elton 
 
Born 25 December 1893 Wimborne, England   Died 8 March 1958 Taplow, England  

Unit: No. 6 Squadron RFC, No. 22 Squadron RAF  

Awards:  Distinguished Conduct Medal, Military Medal, Italian Medal for Military Valor 

Rank:  Flight Sergeant 

Flight Sergeant Ernest John Elton was the highest scoring sergeant flying ace for British 
aviation during World War I. He was credited with 17 aerial victories. 
While an Air Mechanic with No. 6 Squadron RFC, Elton worked with Lanoe Hawker in June 
1915 in developing a machine gun mount for the Bristol Scout.  
In February 1918, Elton piloted a Bristol F.2 Fighter to his first victory, when he destroyed 
two Albatros D.Vs near Lens.  He and his gunner were unhurt when shot down during this 
engagement.  In the next 31 days, Elton would be credited with destroying twelve more 
enemy aircraft and driving two down out of control.   He scored ten of his wins himself, and 
his gunner in the rear seat scored six times.  His string culminated in a triple victory on 29 
March 1918, when he destroyed three German two-seater reconnaissance planes in ten 
minutes. They were the only two-seaters he ever destroyed; the remainder of his wins were 
over enemy fighters, principally Albatros D.Vs.   
 
This account of his life was published in the Bournemouth Echo on November 11th 2014: 
 

Ernest Elton: the boy born out of wedlock who went on to 
become flying ace during WW1 

                               

A boy born out of wedlock in Wimborne’s workhouse went on to become the most successful 
non-commissioned officer pilot in the Royal Flying Corps. 
The story of Ernest Elton has been researched and recounted by great-niece Judith Day and 
by his son Michael. 
Ernest Elton was born in 1893 to Edith Jane Frampton, who gave him for fostering to a local 
midwife, Hannah Elton, and her husband Henry. The boy adopted Elton as his surname. 
He joined the Minster choir and on leaving school, became an apprentice at Kings Cycle and 
Carriage Works in East Street. 
He enrolled in the Royal Flying Corps on August 11 1914, at the age of 20. 
In 1916, he was promoted to corporal and then to sergeant, while he was serving as a flight 
mechanic with 6 Squadron in France. 
In this role, he helped Captain Lanoe Hawker VC in developing the mounting for a forward-
firing Lewis gun to be used in air combat. Before that, most air battles were fought with a rifle 
and handgun while the airman continued controlling the aircraft, or by throwing grenades 
and other bombs. 
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In late 1916, he returned to the UK to train as a pilot. In the 1930s, he related his time as an 
active pilot in late 1917-18, including an astonishing scrape in which he landed between the 
lines and was posted as missing. 
Judith wrote: “After a skirmish at 12,000ft with 10 enemy planes and with his 
observer/gunner Canadian Sgt Hagen, wounded in the leg, Ernest discovered his plane had 
no power as they headed for home. 
“Thinking he had run out of fuel, at 6,000ft with no engine and six miles into enemy territory, 
he glided west and eventually landed between the lines about 200 yards form an allied 
battery. 
“Ernest struggled to get Hagen out of the aircraft, made him comfortable and safe in a shell 
hole and by crawling and sprinting, got to the dugout. 
“He returned to Hagen with a first aid man to dress his wound, then sat with his observer till 
dark, when a stretcher party arrived.” 
The plane was recovered the same night and when examined the following day, it was found 
to be riddled with bullet holes, including the fuel tank under the pilot’s seat. 
Ernest was awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal for “for conspicuous gallantry and 
devotion to duty” and displaying “the most marked courage, skill and determination”. 
Ernest was discharged from the flying corps, by then renamed the Royal Air Force, in 1922. 
Twice married, he lived in the Slough area for much of his life and is only thought to have 
returned to Wimborne a couple of times. He died in 1958, aged 64. 
Judith Day was aware of Ernest through family tales and one photograph. 
After she started researching his story, she traced Ernest’s son Michael and the two met 
several times to pool their information. Michael died in 1913. 
Their account of Ernest’s life is available to read at the Priest’s House Museum in Wimborne. 

Lance Corporal Edwin Beale 

Edwin Beale died of injuries received in WW1. He is pictured with other soldiers standing in 
the mud. Behind them can be seen the trench or a wooden walkway. They seem to have 
some sort of fur jackets over their uniforms. 
Edwin Beale is the man in the centre of the photo with the white sheepskin jacket. There 
seems to be a total of seven men in the photo although the one of the left hand side cannot 
be seen.  He served as Lance Corporal in B Company of the 1st London Regiment. He was 
sent home on the hospital ship St Andrews and was admitted to Beaucroft Red Cross 
Hospital, Colehill in Wimborne. He died, 22 years old, on the 9th September 1917, from 
(1) bullet wound of the pelvis, and (2) pelvic abscess and wounds received in active service 
in France. He was buried in Highgate Cemetery London with full military honours. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Oliver Francis Huyshe MC (26 July 1885 – 23 August 1960)  

Huyshe was an English cricketer.  Huyshe's batting style is not known, but it is known he 
fielded as a wicket-keeper.  The son of the Reverend John Huyshe and Amy Niven, he was 
born at Wimborne Minster, Dorset where his father was the Vicar and was educated at 
King's School, Canterbury.  

Huyshe made his debut for Dorset in the 1904 Minor Counties Championship against Devon.  
He played Minor counties cricket for Dorset from 1904 to 1907, making nineteen Minor 
Counties Championship appearances.  While studying at the University of Oxford, Huyshe 
made a single first-class appearance for Oxford University against the touring South Africans 
in 1907.  He batted once in this match and was dismissed for a duck by Reggie Schwarz. 

He later served in World War I, entering the Royal Army Service Corps in June 1916 with the 
rank of 2nd Lieutenant.  By May 1918 he was still serving in the Royal Service Corps, this 
time as an Acting Captain.  He was again mentioned in dispatches as having relinquished 
the rank of Acting Captain and reverted back to Temporary Lieutenant.  At some point he 
had also been awarded the Military Cross.  He was later the Headmaster of Ravenswood 
School, Tiverton, Devon, during World War II.  He died at Exeter, Devon on 23 August 1960. 
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