
WOMEN’S WAR 

 National Service Poster (1916) 

 

Women of all social groups were an important part of World War I in diverse ways. Upper 

and middle-class women worked for no money to support the war effort. After the 

introduction of conscription in March 1916, the Government encouraged women to take 

the place of those male employees released from their normal occupations to serve at the 

front. Working-class women were encouraged by the Government to work in munitions 

factories and in other jobs usually done by men. This Government poster invites women to 

work as clerks in France with the British army. 

 

First Aid Training at Studland Camp by the Women’s Sick and Wounded Convoy 

Corps 1910 

 

 
An extraordinary but little known event took place in Dorset several years before the 

outbreak of World War I and within a year of the king’s stay at Crichel. This was the first 

camp of the Women’s Sick and Wounded Convoy Corps held at Studland in 1910.  

 

Founded by suffragette Mabel St Clair Stobart, a Dorset resident from time to time, she 

established the corps to provide a connecting link between field and base hospitals which 

filled an organisational gap in the medical department of the Territorial Force. The corps 

was based on methods taught by the Royal Medical Army Medical Corps and the women 

received highly detailed and intensive training of up to three years. 

At Studland fifty women arrived by train and marched to the camp where they stayed for 

one week. The camp was run on strict military lines with reveille sounding at 6am. They 

engaged in drill and general training and practiced stretcher training. As commandant, Mrs 

Stobart intended the women to become efficient members of voluntary aid detachments in 

times of national emergency, offering practical assistance to the sick and wounded. By 

delivering medical aid and supplies to casualties in the front line, these radical women 

dedicated themselves to medical work within the military sphere from a diverse range of 

motives, including feminism, militarism, nationalism and humanitarian sympathies. 
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This all-women corps first saw action in the Balkan War in 1912. By 1914 Stobart formed the 

Women’s National Service League with Lady Muir McKenzie to include women doctors, 

trained nurses, cooks, interpreters, and all workers essential for the independent working of a 

hospital of war. 

 

Munitions Workers, Poole (1916) 

 

 
 

By 1918 there were nearly one million women working in engineering and munitions. 

Although it is generally believed they received higher wages, better conditions and greater 

independence than working in domestic service this photograph reveals this came at a 

cost, with a remarkable degree of honesty. The young women, often known as 

munitionettes, shown at a Poole munitions factory, reveal the grimy, dirty and tough nature 

of the job, note too the primitive nature of the factory building. The dangerous nature of 

some of their work, exposed to dangerous chemicals, poisons and explosives, 

demonstrated solidarity with men serving at the front. There were many serious accidents 

in the munitions factories, and around 400 women died from overexposure to TNT 

handling shells during the war. 

 

 

http://dorset.greatbritishlife.co.uk/editorial-image/id/149558/?back=/article/downton-abbey-the-dorset-reality-36923/

