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What They Left Behind 

Audience Evaluation and Comments 

What They Left Behind, a site-specific production by Wimborne Community Theatre, took 

place in Wimborne town centre on 19th, 20th, 25th, 26th, 27th and 28th May 2016.  The play 

started and ended on the Minster Green and the audience was divided into three groups and 

visited four other locations as the story unfolded, telling the story of the people of Wimborne 

one hundred years ago during the First World War.  In doing so, it traced the legacy of 

objects and memories and how they connect with our lives today.   

Installations and art work based on the play’s themes were also on display at various 

locations around the town in April and May.   

The performance was seen by nearly 450 people over the six nights and afterwards they 

were asked to complete an evaluation of the production. 82 evaluation forms were returned, 

approximately 18% of the audience. Of these, 25 respondents were Male and 56 were 

Female.  One respondent gave no identifying details. 

The age range and gender of respondents break down as follows: 

Age Range Male Female Total 
Under 16 1 1 2 

17 - 25 1 2 3 
26 - 45 4 3 7 

46 - 65 11 26 37 
Over 65 8 24 32 

Unspecified   1 
TOTAL 25 56 82 

 

Summary of Audience Evaluation 

Question 1:  Did you enjoy the performance?  Very much / Quite / Not very much 

The response to this question was overwhelmingly positive with 81 of the 82 respondents 

indicating they had enjoyed it Very Much.  The remaining respondent (a 46-65 year old 

Male) replied Quite. 

 

Question 2:   What did you enjoy and why? 

Responses were enthusiastic and many mentioned the moving, emotive quality of the piece. 

Praise was given to the acting, singing, music, use of locations and venues as well as the 

extensive research undertaken to produce the play. The Wimborne connections were 

mentioned as particularly evocative.  There were several positive comments on the 

children’s performances but generally no individual performers were singled out.  Many liked 

the structure of the play and the gradual telling of the story in different scenes and praised  

the writing and execution. Adjectives such as thought-provoking, moving, powerful and 

evocative recurred frequently. 
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All audience comments are recorded in Appendix 1 on Page 4 and additional responses by 

letter or email are recorded in Appendix 4 on page 11. 

 

Question 3:   What didn’t you enjoy and why? 

Many questionnaires were returned with this question left blank or with Nothing as the 

response.  Several emphasised this with further positive comments.  Some felt the music 

was not to their taste although in keeping with the piece.  Generally the most negative 

replies referred to lack of seating, overcrowding in some scenes, the weather or bright lights 

on the Green. 

 

All audience comments are recorded in Appendix 2 on Page 7. 

Question 4: Do you own a special object which reminds you of family stories?  If so, 

what is it, and what does it remind you of? 

An interesting list of family treasures came out of this question with many clearly reminded of 

objects related to family members’ war experiences through their experience of the play. 

 

All audience comments are recorded in Appendix 3 on Page 8. 

 

Question 5: Have you seen theatre in unusual non-theatre settings before? 

The majority (approx. 80%) of respondents had previous experience of theatre in unusual 

settings with 65 replying Yes, 13 replying No and the remaining 4 not indicating either way.  

 

Age Range Yes No Not Indicated 

Under 16 1 1  
17 - 25 3 -  

26 - 45 4 3  
46 - 65 28 6 3 

Over 65 28 3 1 
Unspecified 1 -  

TOTAL 65 13 4 
 

Question 6: How did you hear about this performance?   

All results have been included for this question as some people had heard about the 

production from more than one source.  While PR in the local paper and posters and fliers 

had attracted a minority of the audience, 70% of the respondents (57 of 82) had heard about 

the production from friends and family.  Where Other was indicated and clarified, two people 

had seen the display in the Tourist Information Centre window, one had seen information on 

Facebook, one had heard from a Priest’s House Museum trustee and a further nine from 

either cast members, members of the Wimborne Ukulele Band or Palida choir.  

  

Age Range Friend/family     Poster/flier     Local paper     Website Other 

Under 16 2     
17 - 25 3     

26 - 45 4    3 
46 - 65 28 3 1  7 

Over 65 19 8 7 3 4 
Unspecified 1     

TOTAL 58 11 8 3 15 
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Question 7: Have you seen other productions by WCT?   

62% of respondents had not seen a previous WCT production, with 51 replying No, 30 

replying Yes, and the remaining respondent not indicating either way.  

 

Age Range Yes No Not Indicated 
Under 16 1 1  

17 - 25 - 3  
26 - 45 2 5  

46 - 65 15 21  
Over 65 11 21 1 

Unspecified 1 -  
TOTAL 30 51 1 

 

 

Question 8: Details re Age Range and Gender  

Respondents were asked to indicate their age group (Under 16 / 17 – 25 / 26 – 45 / 46 – 65 / 

Over 65) and gender.  All age groups were represented although the majority were in the   

ranges of 46 – 65 and Over 65.  More than double the number of Females responded at 56 

compared to Males at 25. 

 

(see breakdown in introductory paragraph on page 1) 

 

Question 9:  Did you see any of the installations and art based on the play around 

Wimborne during April and May? 

Of the sample, disappointingly only 14 respondents had seen any of the art and installations 

in the Tourist Information Centre, Old Road, Allendale House and in independent shops 

around the town.   

Age Range Yes No 

Under 16 1  1 

17 - 25 1 2 
26 - 45 - 7 

46 - 65 5 30 
Over 65 6 27 

Unspecified - 1 
TOTAL 14 68 

 

However, several people explained that they were not local and one person commented that 

she felt “awful to miss these”. One respondent had made a point of seeing all the 

installations and commented “Old Road – not working, P Keating Butchers – had melted”!  

The most visits recorded were to the display in the Tourist Information Centre window.  From 

this sample the number of visitors recorded for each piece of art was: 

Tourist Information Centre    9  Bell’s Famous Fisheries      2 

P Keating Butchers            3  Old Road                             2 

Priest’s House Museum      3  Black Pug Books           1 

Spill the Beans               2  Allendale House                  1 

 

• 41 people expressed a wish to hear more about Wimborne Community Theatre and 

their details have been added to the WCT distribution list and they will receive 

newsletters in future. 

WCT, 26th June 2016 
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Appendix 1:  Audience Comments in response to Question 2:   

 

What did you enjoy and why? 

Under 16 Age Range: 

• The shop scene because my sister is in it! 

• The atmosphere in the Hospital scene and transition. 

 

17 – 25 Age Range: 

• Location based – incredibly immersive. 

• The difference in venues, the informality and the commitment to detail. 

• The promenade theatre was cleverly laid out and utilised.  Thoroughly enjoyed 

walking round Wimborne centre (not a local). Fabulous learning about its history!  

 

26 – 45 Age Range: 

• The history, lovely uniforms, the costume girls. 

• The Garden Scene.  Informative, funny and sad. 

• The locations, costumes and acting.  The integration of local stories and history into 

the narrative.  The atmosphere of the hospital, joining in the party.  The music and 

sound works. 

• It made the WW1 come alive and felt like you were immersed in that time!  

• The acting, singing, movement to areas, a real sense of place and people.  Thank 

you for a truly memorable evening, giving a long lasting new view of Wimborne and 

our place within it. 

• Emotional final scene. 

• The story, emotions, performances. 

 

46 – 65 Age Range: 

• Superbly researched and brilliantly played by all involved.  Took my emotions up, 

down and side to side.  Normally not a great fan of ‘serious’ theatre but this has 

certainly changed my views. 

• The scenery was stunning outside and the props inside were very convincing.  The 

acting was superb.  It all felt very real.  Well done. 

• All of it really – especially the part between the two boys and the old lady.  

• The very local connection of Wimborne and the Great War. 

• Music.  Performances were done with commitment. 

• The children were brilliant.  The different venues. 

• The setting in different places.  The acting.  The variety.  The link with Wimborne. 

• Music.  Outstanding composition and performance. 

• Moving around Wimborne. Seeing so many people involved.  Enjoying high quality 

performances and well informed research well used. 

• The use of Wimborne as setting/backdrop and use of various venues.  True/real 

stories.  Imaginative construction of the piece. 

• Costumes.  Actors with good clear voices.  Mixed generations.  Sing-along songs of 

the period.  A good use of lovely venues. 

• The way the mood switched from happy to heart-breaking – and the Knitting Song! 

(very catchy!) 

• ‘Enjoy’ – not a good word.  I found it moving, poignant, sad and horrifying – but a 

powerful performance. 

• Variety of performances.  Music (fantastic pianist).  Moving around venues. 
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• Varied locations / fine acting. 

• Excellent!  So moving and powerful.  Enjoyed moving venues. 

• The venues.  Changes in mood.  “Be brave, Harry”.  Catching up again in storyline 

from different angle.  Music.  Original song. 

• Different settings, linking the stories from setting to setting.  Local history based. 

• The opening scene was very emotional – moving.  Mirrored the story of my father’s 

life. 

• The whole atmosphere, the adventure, the variety, the museum, the garden, the 

hospital, the Green, everything.  The children were amazing!  

• Evocative, moving, a roller-coaster of emotions – original, inspiring.  Well researched. 

• Brilliant – stunning – amazing! 

• The variety of the performances and the way they evoked the atmosphere of the time 

of the Great War and its effect on the lives of local people. 

• The continuity of the story and their local connections. 

• The whole incredible atmosphere.  The actors really created an amazingly thought-

provoking journey. 

• I thought that the pathos delivered by the acting was excellently portrayed.  We were 

lucky to have such a perfect evening. 

• Acting / Singing / Nurses / Ukuleles.  In fact all of it!  Very moving indeed. 

• Different settings.  Atmospheric. 

• We enjoyed the promenade opportunity to visit the locations around the town. 

• The whole performance was exceptionally powerful and very moving. It had huge 

atmosphere and was incredibly poignant. 

• The simplicity and the sincerity.  Very moving.  Well written and performed with 

confidence. 

• I liked the whole concept of the moving stages and the journey that you took us on 

through the passage of WW1.  I liked the wide age range of actors. 

• More a case of appreciating than ‘enjoying’ in some ways.  The way in which real 

settings of Wimborne were incorporated – all of the acting, with particular praise for 

the child actors, Mr Coles.  Some of the music. 

• Very different.  Wonderful atmosphere. 

• Changing scenes and piano playing. 

• Participation of wide variety of age groups and talents.  Poignant message. 

• An excellent production.  We were both informed and moved by the show.  It was 

brilliantly researched, well-acted, and musicians and players worked so well together 

to produce a piece of which I hope you are rightly proud. Congratulations also to 

Karen Wimhurst for the score and other members of the technical and production 

teams.  The timing and co-ordination in moving the audience around the various 

venues was spot on. 

 

Over 65 Age Range: 

• The whole concept.  Costumes.  Inclusivity.  Timing.  The scene in the garden – 

wonderful characterisation.  Similarly the old guys in red as they disappeared into the 

pub.  Also the two GCSE boys.  Atmosphere.  Piano playing. 

• I particularly was moved by the scenes in the hospital because of the sudden change 

from laughter to tragedy. 

• Thought-provoking – emotional and brought me to tears. 

• All of it – it really brought the objects and everyone to life and made me realise how 

grim life was for people in 1916. 
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• The way you all made history come alive. 

• Excellent acting – very moving.  Interesting as it was based on local facts. 

• The balance between humour and poignancy.  The variety of scenes and settings. 

The acting. 

• The whole thing was well produced. 

• The locations were very imaginatively used. 

• Difficult to say that one enjoyed it because of the theme and content.  It was however 

very cleverly put together and acted and most thought-provoking.  

• Mr Coles, the children and Lady Hanham. 

• The hospital scene and Mr Coles’ garden the most but all good.  Moving and 

brilliantly acted and sung. 

• Brilliantly staged, incredibly absorbing.  Children’s performances.  So enthralling – all 

my uncles were there. 

• The emotional feelings and acting. 

• It was thought-provoking. 

• Enjoyed it all.  Brought it to life. 

• Insight into the lives of the 1st WW generation. 

• Empathy.  The concert, piano music.  In the garden, everyone being jollied along with 

entertainment and feasts.  All was very well constructed. 

• Wonderful that you included all age groups.  How well they worked together - and 

music too!  Very slick with the timing for movements of the groups.  The ‘plays’ 

themselves were very thought-provoking. 

• In the museum especially. 

• Everything.  I thought it was remarkable and very touching.  Something in every 

scene had a great message. 

• Fantastic music, some original, some familiar, contact with the era (First World War) 

was brought vividly alive and made it relevant to Wimborne. 

• I feel the word ‘enjoy’ is perhaps not the correct description of ‘What They Left 

Behind’.  More appropriately it was very emotive and moving.  I was most impressed 

by the amount of research which had been put into producing the production.  And 

what a cast from the most senior to the youngsters – well done. 

• Different venues brought those Wimborne days alive. 

• I enjoyed all of it, the sad parts and the happy ones.  Bravo, it was all very well 

performed. 

• Enjoy?  More valuable remembering of long forgotten pain and loss from both losers 

in Wimborne and our own families.  Good singing. 

• Everything because it was so well executed.  The writing against the background of 

much research, the consequent blend of moving seriousness with a slice of humour, 

the excellent and well researched acting, the moving music, the superb placing of 

actors and location and the costume.  A moving experience. 

• Powerful sense of experience of WW1 for local people, not on battlefield and the 

many adjustments required.  Futility of war emphasised with mental and physical 

effects of war on victims, and death. 

• The music of the solo baritone because it was so atmospheric and emotional.  Also 

the children, their energy! 

• The way everything was based on Wimborne’s past and how all the installations 

were slick and well organised for each group. 

• The settings, production and acting were brilliant. 

• Powerful feelings and music.  
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• The solo singing, the left hand only piano-playing; Tam’s ironic twinkle, the haunting 

bugles, the children’s impeccable unwooden non-overacting, the anecdote over the 

bridge ambush and Hilda Cole’s dream, and the humour at times too; ingenious 

impressive meld. 

 

Unspecified: 

• All of it. 

 

Appendix 2:  Audience Comments in response to Question 3:  

  

What didn’t you enjoy and why? 

Under 16 Age Range: 

• Nothing.  It was awesome! 

• The length of how long we had to stand up. 

 

17 – 25 Age Range: 

2 questionnaires recorded ‘Nothing’ or left this question blank. 

• Too many people in our group.  29 participants meant that often it was difficult to see!  

Especially in the shop. Also the characters’ entrance onto the grass.  Energy ball 

didn’t really fit. 

 

26 – 45 Age Range:   

5 questionnaires recorded ‘Nothing / N/A’ or left this question blank. 

• I felt it could have done with more military hardware.  S.M.L.E.s, bayonets, a howitzer 

and at least one Rolls Royce armoured car. 

• Enjoyed all of it! 

 

46 – 65 Age Range: 

9 questionnaires recorded ‘Nothing / N/A’ or left this question blank. 

• Enjoyed it from start to finish. 

• There was nothing I didn’t enjoy but I was not prepared for the overwhelming feeling 

of sadness that this really happened. 

• The music in the hospital scene was too discordant – except One Rose of Noman’s 

Land. 

• Some ideas, concepts rather superficially, stereotypically portrayed.  Costume and 

dress not authentic enough. 

• Some of the singing wasn’t clear enough. 

• Music could have been better (more players). 

• ‘Enjoy’ is not quite the word for the subject matter. 

• (Thursday) Too many in groups (the scene in the Coles’ shop was crowded).  Difficult 

for everyone to see (25 in our group).  Split into 4 groups not 3. 

• Some of the singing/songs – a bit hard to hear and understand. 

• Nothing – it was very well executed and, at times, moving. 

• Lack of seats. 

• Some of the singing dialogue.   

• One or two of the musical pieces – the more ‘Brechtian’ style – it was well done and 

appropriate but just not my style. 
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• I didn’t even mind the competing yobs shouting from the public loos as they reflected 

Harry’s yobby friend.  They are probably neo-Nazis!  They added something. 

• Nothing at all. Outstanding. 

• Choir out of beat with musicians.  Need to watch musical director. 

• Standing up – I know it’s good for me but it makes my back ache. 

• Not sure about the atonal music.  Singers excellent though!  

• It was a bit chilly – but I can’t blame that on WCT! 

• Enjoyed all. 

• Standing for a long time! (not too much of a problem though). 

• Singing dialogue not to my taste. 

• There was nothing not to enjoy. 

• Nothing – all fabulous! 

• Some of the music was a bit ‘jarring’.  Understandably heavy and morbid but not 

easy to listen to. 

• Sore feet!  Operatic singing while it was effective and atmospheric, I did not enjoy it. 

• The body at the end - very effective but as a parent I found it profoundly disturbing!  

 

Over 65 Age Range:   

17 questionnaires recorded ‘Nothing / N/A’ or left this question blank. 

• The bright light on the Minster Green at the end. 

• Puzzled by the slow motion scene at the beginning and the end.  Not sure what it 

was about. 

• Enjoyed it all. 

• First part of hospital act.  Hard to hear words being sung and piano too loud over 

voices. 

• Interruptions at crucial moments – by members of the public.  Hard to avoid. 

• Very/too realistic. 

• The discordant music and singing (ladies). 

• Bright light on church green. 

• Can’t say I ‘enjoyed’ portrayal of PTSS trauma but it was good. 

• Not too keen on the music at the beginning and the end. 

• Nothing about the play – just a bit sad! 

• Nothing, but thanks for asking! 

• Practical element for others of not being able to sit during performance – I was fine! 

• I was a bit bemused by the ghosts (?) moving about, I wasn’t sure exactly what they 

were doing? 

• The rain at the end although it added to the sombre mood on the Minster Green. 

• Rather too simplistic question to answer! 
 

Unspecified:  

• left blank 

Appendix 3:  Audience Comments in response to Question 4:   

 

Do you own a special object which reminds you of family stories?  If so, what is it, 

and what does it remind you of? 

Under 16 Age Range: 

• My grandad put a photo album together. 

• Stone owl reminds me of Ken. 
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17 – 25 Age Range: 

• Fez owned by my grandpa – worked as an army engineer in Suez Canal. 

• Autograph book.  Memory of family days out. 

• Granny’s bedhead, which was carved by her mummy and which my granny was born 

in.  It’s now a bench! 

 

26 – 45 Age Range: 1 respondent left this question blank.  

• Yes, grandpa’s cap badge reminds me of grandpa. 

• Old memorial frame of HMS Gurkha. 

• Mirror which belonged to my gran. 

• Medal – grandmother.   

• Autograph book – maternal grandmother – nurse in England.  A collection of 

signatures, stories, cartoons from the 1st WW wounded. 

• Grandad’s old clock and fireguard. 

 

46 – 65 Age Range:   12 respondents left this question blank. 

• An old plaque which hung in my grandparents’ house in the bathroom.  I can still 

smell the Imperial Leather soap! 

• Photo album.  Family and friends that are no longer with us. 

• My dad’s sweat top – he was wearing it when he passed away very suddenly. 

• Uncle’s WW2 material (victim of the Japanese). 

• Diaries – historical accounts.  Pictures, photographs of old Wimborne – family here 

since 1880s. 

• A money box made from an artillery shell reminds me of my grandfather and tales 

from WW2. 

• My father’s medals. 

• My mother talked about my grandfather in the Great War. 

• A cast-iron plate for baking unleavened bread reminds me of my mother’s offering of 

food. 

• A letter balance rescued from my grandparents’ house.  Reminds me of grandma 

and makes me wonder about my unknown grandfather. 

• Old photographs of my great-grandfather who fought and died in WW1 – reminds me 

of his sacrifice. 

• Turkish fez from Gallipoli.  Knew a gentleman years ago who was a stretcher bearer 

at Gallipoli and worked at Suvla Bay – an Aussie originally from Scotland. 

• Photo albums, postcards, letters of my grandparents. 

• A clock presented to my grandfather who fought in WW1 and it reminds me of the 

baking my grandmother did every Saturday morning. 

• Albums and photos. 

• A horse’s tail from Egypt for swatting flies.  My parents’ stories about Cairo in 1945-

50 and their servant, Hassan. 

• No one object – only stories from my father which remain in my head. 

• Journals and poems written by my father.  Letters written by great-great- great- 

grandparents. 

• My father’s cigarette case from Navy days. 

• I have a diary my father wrote/collected items, when an ambulance driver in WW2 

driving up through Italy – very moving when we visited similar places last year. 

• Pistol and telescope. 

• Photograph of great-great-grandfather outside Army tent. 
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• Marriage certificate of grandfather listed as a gunner. 

• I have a hoard of things with family stories attached! 

• We have some photographs of my great-grandfather, John Terry, who was a 

showman (he showed crocodiles amongst other things!) together with a copy of an 

illustrated leaflet about ‘The Amphibious’ – a bicycle that converted into a boat 

(invented by the said John Terry) and in which he travelled from London to Paris in 

the late nineteenth century! 

 

Over 65 Age Range:  8 respondents left this question blank. 

• Many objects. 

• Yes.  A small ceramic pot with two rabbits on it.  Endless laughter.  Poignant but 

never sad. 

• I have my grandmother’s christening mug.  She died when my mother was born so 

neither I nor my mother ever knew her but it helps me feel she was a real part of my 

family. 

• Great-uncle’s medals from the Somme. (He was a medic). 

• Photos of family and friends keep special memories alive. 

• My father’s hussif – a cloth wrap containing a reel of black thread and several 

needles. 

• Penknife which belongs to a great-great-aunt who emigrated to Australia and 

founded an art school.   

• Father’s medals and Mention in Dispatches (but WW2). 

• Albums. 

• Dad’s medals.  Family photographs. 

• Painting of my great-uncle leading the Australian troops into Paris. 

• My father’s photos of Buron 1945.  Father’s wrist watch. 

• Photos. 

• I have a police diary (Dorset) dated 1905 – 1910 and it includes work done in 

Verwood to Portland and Southbourne.  My grandfather’s.  Such a contrast to today’s 

pace of life. 

• Yes, my father’s 1st WW medals and some knowledge of his service in Mesopotamia. 

• A ‘family book’ written by my mother after her marriage in 1946 and subsequent 4 

children.  A happy childhood! 

• Too many to mention! 

• Letters, airmail, written by a Primitive Methodist Minister who went to South Africa in 

1800s with his family and writes to describe his life there to his brother. 

• A naval dress sword of my grandfather who was torpedoed and sunk in WW2 having 

fought in WW1 as well. 

• Not exactly a story but … I have kept, still sweet, and shall do so, all the lavender 

bags made by my mother because they are redolent of her constant work, also of my 

father’s garden and the bliss of a country childhood. 

• Old photographs remind me of special people. 

• My mother’s letters written during WW2. 

• Photographs in albums, a religious cross crucifix and old Bible. 

• My grandfather’s fob watch. 

• Family wiped out in WW2. 

Unspecified:   

• Lots of things.       
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Appendix 4:  Letters and emails received by members of Wimborne Community 

Theatre in response to the production 

******************************************************************************************************************* 

Dear Gill and Tony 

Congratulations on what was achieved with the play.  I know just how much work goes into 

such a venture and you can be justly proud.  You know that it is not just about the 

performance but includes a huge range of social, artistic and psychological benefits which 

you will have created in the community and in the group.  All present will realise – and many 

will not have previously – that theatre as most people conceive it does not have to conform 

to the rigidity of theatre-building based productions. 

I have a copy of the evaluation sheet but perhaps a bit of free writing in response to what I 

experienced might be of more use to you.  I will only do that if you wish it as it will take me 

some time to create it.  

So, well done – and thanks for the mention in the programme.  I didn’t notice it until later and 

it’s the first time I have been called a dramaturg!  

I look forward to further Horitz team forays into alternative theatre forms!  

My best wishes,  

John  

John Somers 

 Honorary Fellow  

University of Exeter 

********************************************************************************** 

 

Dear Gill 

May I formally thank you for a very pleasant evening last week when my wife and I attended a 

performance of “What They Left Behind”.  We were very impressed with  the standard of acting and 

singing and found the poignancy of the storyline to be very dramatic.  

 

Elizabeth and I thoroughly enjoyed the experience. 

 

With kind regards,  

Yours sincerely  

 

Councillor David Shortell 

Chairman of East Dorset District Council 

********************************************************************************** 
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Dear Gill 

As you know, I attended the Friday evening performance of What They Left Behind, thank 

you for the invitation.   

I was so impressed with the whole event; the cast, the story line, and not least the actual 

logistics involved in the production of what was a very moving, funny, and thought provoking 

play. 

Many a large town or city would be extremely proud to claim this as their own, Wimborne 

has done it again, thank you all so much! 

With best wishes 

Yours sincerely 

 

Sue 

 

Cllr Sue Cook 

Mayor of Wimborne Minster 

********************************************************************************** 

 

WHAT THEY LEFT BEHIND  

Congratulations on such an imaginative reconstruction of that far-away time that has so many 

resonances in today’s culture ….You avoided falling into the trap of irony/cynicism (so prevalent 

today) or of sentimentality.  Only poets could have written that script, only sound artists and musicians 

of the calibre of Karen and Adrian could have produced such sensitive music. But of course, it was 

the contribution of all the people in the play, so able, committed, that made the whole evening such a 

memorable and moving experience.  We, as the audience, felt part of that community, we shared your 

grieving, your joy, the soothing lies you told each other (it added to the poignancy to have the 

hindsight of the here and now.) we enjoyed the rituals, the larking that made it all bearable. The young 

people’s contribution was outstanding and I particularly liked the device of involving the two boys 

directly in the story, so that we felt so keenly what the larking and innocence would lead to.  

 

Congratulations on the actual management of all those complex manoeuvres that  happened so 

smoothly. Without the processional element of the play, it wouldn’t have worked nearly so well.  I’m 

thinking back to Ariane Mnouchkine’s performance of 1979 in the Roundhouse (THEATRE DU 

SOLEIL) my first experience of processional theatre and also those very clumsy early attempts at 

participatory theatre. The audience can have that Brechtian, active involvement with the performance 

without losing the dignity and respect they deserve. It’s a profoundly ‘inner’ experience that the 

journey helps to bring about the walking both an inner and outer journey. Thank you, all of you, for 

making that possible.  

 

Just a few small quibbles:   

ON THE MINSTER GREEN… both T. and I were unsure what the mime was portraying (a gathering 

of what was left/ a sowing of seeds …. a harvesting of memories that led to sharing, mutual 

consolation… could have been all, or any of these interpretations} Enlighten us, please!  

DOWN THE GARDEN PATH   Very much liked the idea of the intrusion of the shell -shocked soldier 

into that delightful, complacent little group… but his agonised ramblings went on far too long without 
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anyone offering help….it was at first, too painful… then became a ….detached too theatrical 

performance….at first, the stylised ‘freezing’ of the other characters worked well…..it’s that difficult 

gap between naturalism and stylisation.. but I was thinking ‘for god’s sake, somebody do something to 

help this poor man’. But maybe that’s just me. (No, Tony felt that too)  

RED CROSS HOSPITAL Wow!   Outstanding.  But do make sure that when one of the patients bursts 

through the curtain, he doesn’t knock down a member of the audience… I was nearly upset from my 

stool!  

 

Extra note from Tony: 

You may not realise that my father was in the Royal Flying Corps and served in Italy, Belgium and 

France. One of my Uncles was a stretcher bearer and fought in the battle of the Somme. He told me 

some horrific tales. My mother repaired uniforms sent back from France, including bullet holes!  She 

witnessed the shooting down of the German airship. So you see, the play had particular relevance to 

me. Many congratulations on a superb production. 

 

Wendy & Tony 

******************************************************************************************************************* 

 

“Wow! What a wonderful performance we saw last night. Sorry we didn’t stay afterwards; 

but the heavens opened, just as you finished. What luck that wasn’t earlier… or today!  
 
Other than brief eye contact with you, Ian – you were all so professional / in character. 

 It was a great play; well written and organised …especially with the timing in those varied 
locations.  The music and singing gave the whole thing such an amazing atmosphere.   

There were some ‘stand out’ performances – I particularly enjoyed the children and 
youngsters…but of course the doctor and certain nurses added a certain “ je ne sais quoi”; 
style; gravitas?!   

Give yourselves ‘a big pat on the back’ – especially after you have done another 4 
performances!” 

Love Clare xx 

******************************************************************************************************************* 

Definitely the best yet and so well researched and produced.  

The quality of the acting, the sets, the singing and music made it a thoroughly enjoyable 
evening.  

The youngsters all did splendidly.  
We hope the last night went as well as the Friday - the weather was kind to you. 

The use of the various settings around Wimborne added a lot to the authenticity of the 
experience. 

Church House felt particularly hospital -like.  
  

You had also a lot of new faces in the group which must be very encouraging to you all. 

  
Well done. 

Barry & Marion 
******************************************************************************************************************* 
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Hi Gill 
 
I just wanted to say well done. I saw the show on Wednesday and really enjoyed it. It would be good 
to evaluate the process at a later point but for now I just wanted to send my congratulations and 
also say how wonderful it was to see all the community performers pull together like that. Brilliant!  
 
Regards 
Adele 

Adele Keeley 
 
Senior Lecturer - BA (Hons) Costume and Performance Design 
Arts University Bournemouth 
******************************************************************************************************************* 
 

Dear Tony & Gill 

Want to thank you and everyone for all that we townsfolk received in your 

wonderful production.  I am so glad to have been in the audience.  I hope 

you enjoy a very pleasant rest at some point, and I shall send my very best 

wishes for all your continuing work in the Community Theatre. 

Freda S 

******************************************************************************************************************* 

Dear Gill Horitz, 

I was so delighted to receive your message and information about your project.  Hearing that 

Miss Harcourt’s work will be included in your production is frankly beyond anything I could 
have ever wished.  

Miss Olive was a fascinating woman, a real Victorian lady, very outspoken, of extraordinary 

intellect, interested in people and so many subjects. She gave many lectures on classical 
composers, their music and philosophy.  She also wrote many articles on the subjects which 
were published in several countries including India.  

I spent almost half of my early years  with Miss Olive until  her death in December 1957 
when I was nearly nineteen. I adored her and have so many happy memories of the time 
spent with her.  I have  vivid memories of my early years and have compiled the tale of my 

wonderful life with my parents and Miss Olive.    

I have Miss Olive’s book of newspaper cuttings reviewing her performances from her debut 
in Berlin, Canada and England.  These I have included in the story of her life.  I have a 

selection of her volumes of music.  One book is the music and words of Scottish songs.   
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This book I would like to find  a home for.  If  it would be of interest and useful to you, you 

would be more than welcome to it.   

Would you like a couple of copies of the book about Beaucroft?  You would be most 
welcome.  If so please  send me your address.  

Believing people’s writings are so personal it took almost forty years before I dared to open 
Miss Olive’s diaries, even though I had helped her on many occasions paste cards and articles 

into them.  When I opened the first of the eight volumes I spent almost two days reading, 
crying and laughing before I could put the first book down.   it was at this point that I realised 

I was the only living person who could identify most of the people she had written about and 
I was able to know the initials and pet names she used for friends and family.  This is a large 
work and people would be totally lost when reading it, wondering who was being written 

about.  To that end I have taken the entries and put them into individual chapters about 
friends, family etc.  

Should you make any recordings of the event I would love to purchase it from you.  I am so 

excited to know that Miss Olive and sister Florence and some of the soldiers will be 
acknowledged.  Thank you once again for contacting me.  I wish you, the rest of the 

production team and cast all the best wishes for what I know will be a wonderful event. 

Yours sincerely,  

Joan 

Joan Cocozza 
(Ward of Olive Harcourt) 

 
******************************************************************************************************************* 

 

 

 

 


