
Yan Tan Tethera 

Yan Tan Tethera or yan-tan-tethera is 

a sheep-counting system traditionally 

used by shepherds in Northern 

England and some other parts 

of Britain. The words are numbers 

taken from Brythonic Celtic  

languages such as Cumbric which 

had died out in most of Northern 

England by the sixth century, but 

they were commonly used for sheep 

counting and counting stitches 

in knitting until the Industrial Revolution, especially in the fells of the Lake District. 

Though most of these number systems fell out of use by the turn of the 20th century, 

some are still in use. 

Southwest England 

Number 
South West 

England (Variations) 
West Country Dorset 

1 Yahn Hant 

2 Tayn Tant 

3 Tether Tothery 

4 Mether Forthery 

5 Mumph Fant 

6 Hither Sahny 

7 Lither Dahny 

8 Auver Downy 

9 Dauver Dominy 

10 Dic Dik 

11 Yahndic Haindik 

12 Tayndic Taindik 

13 Tetherdic Totherydik 

14 Metherdic Fotherydik 

15 Mumphit Jiggen 

16 Yahna Mumphit Hain Jiggen 

17 Tayna Mumphit Tain Jiggen 

18 Tethera Mumphit Tother Jiggen 

19 Methera Mumphit Fother Jiggen 

20 Jigif Full Score 
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